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Dear Fly Fishing Enthusiasts 
 
Welcome to summer dry fly fishing!  
By now most waters are shaping up 
nicely with PMDs, caddis, drakes, 
and stones.  Judging by the photos 
and reports from clients, the fishing 
has been pretty darn good 
throughout the Northwest.  Summer 
can bring some serious confusion at 
the water; when summer bugs arrive, 
fish will key on them.  On any 
overcast day you could be in BWOs 
and midges.  You must pack more 
bugs with you at all times: You could 
fish a Size 22 in the morning and 
finish with a Size 6 golden stone.  We preach this like a broken record: Gear two 
rods and be ready to switch to either of them at any point.  Don’t be that angler in 
a trico, PMD, or pink hatch with 4X tapered leaders and tippets and expecting that 
bug to ride correctly in the water.  Be prepared!! 
 

We are very excited to have found a 
fly box that is similar to the Umpqua 
Professional Series.  Through many 
trials and testing, we have found the 
substitute.  We now have a small 
box that fits in all shirt pockets and 
vests.  We never realized how 
popular the small box was until this 
year’s show season when hundreds 
of people were looking to gear 
smaller with their boxes.  We have 
the solution!! (See Page 2) 
 
DFI has been a little detained this 
summer with a wedding during the 

drake hatch and grandkids for the following 20 days.  We have several trips 
planned for the last half of summer.  If you’re a blog subscriber stay tuned; blogs 
are coming! 
 
We wish all of you the very best of luck this summer and may many large trout 
find your nets.  Tight lines. 
 

 

Geoff 

mailto:geoff@dryflyinnovations.com
http://www.dryflyinnovations.com


 New Arrivals 

DFI Professional Series Dry Fly Box  
 

When you can’t find a professional dry fly box, Dry Fly Innovations to the rescue.  We  
created our own!  Better latching system, wider slots for hackled flies, floats, and is water resistant.  If 
you’re looking for a good fly box, look no further.  We have small (4.5" x 3.35" x 1.5" ) and medium (6.2" x 
4.13" x 1.5" ) in Adams Gray and Caddis Green.  The best part—just $14.95 for the small and $19.95 for 
the medium-sized box! 

We have a limited supply of Green medium size Umpqua  
Professional fly boxes.  Originally $34.95, we are slashing the 
price to $19.95! While supplies last because when these  
boxes are gone they are gone forever! 

Sale! 

https://www.dryflyinnovations.com/products/dfi-professional-series-dry-fly-box-small
https://www.dryflyinnovations.com/categories/accessories
https://www.dryflyinnovations.com/categories/accessories


Alpine Page 

We have a whole page dedicated to  Alpine Fishing with how-tos.  Here are a few videos we’ve  
produced for the high mountains.  Hope you enjoy! 

Episode 5 Extreme Backpacking The Majestic 

High Mountain  High Mountain Fishing 

Fishing the High Country Teaser 

Alpine Pack 
 
Four dozen custom  

designed flies for 
use in high  
mountain streams 
and lakes placed in 
a clear plastic  
12-compartment  
organizer.  
 

$120 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlneoHMz3dE&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_CAWWZXddo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xF_R57AnzC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XZg87cwre0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AsZDx2X9Qw
https://www.dryflyinnovations.com/products/majestic-high-mountain-box


July Tips & Bug Selections 

 Blood Midge #22, #20  Hoagie Cripple Black #20 

Black Colored Emerger #22 ,#20 

PMD Colored Emerger #20 

PMD No Hackle #18 Hoagie Cripple PMD #18 PMD Hatching Emerger #20, #18 

July is a great month for mayflies.  PMDs are the bulk of the mayflies but flavs, pinks, and 
baetis will inhabit the water.  On any overcast day the BWO will be with you.  Pack all of 
your mayflies throughout the summer.  When it comes to “Searching” this time of year, the 
Searcher Series is lights out.  If you know there will be a PMD or a callibaetis hatch, tie on 
either the PMD or Callibaetis Searcher and start throwing that to holding water.  Fish know 
that the hatch is coming and you can pick up several fish without even seeing a fish rise.  
Know your specific mayflies on your river and match those to the Searcher Series.  Terres-
trials (ants, beetles, and hoppers) are all great searching patterns this time of year and the 
infamous Black Gold is always a possibility.  Don’t leave any fly boxes at home! Create a 
checklist if you need to.   

July Tip  
 
This month you could be splicing a lot of line together to get 
through a full fishing day.  Make sure all knots are tight. 
More crucially, make sure the tippet goes straight into the 
eye of the hook.  Many false takes happen because of the 
drag it creates when knots aren’t straight. 
 



Brown Tantalizer #18  Black/Olive Brown Caddidge #22 

July Bug Selections 

Golden Stone #6 

Salmonfly #6 

Green Tantalizer #18 

Emperor Caddis Black #20 

PMD Comparadun #20., #18 Callibaetis Convertible #18 PMD Convertible #18 

Black Gold #12, #10 

Emperor Caddis Green #20 

PMD Searcher #16 



August Tips & Bug Selections 

 Blood Midge #22, #20 

 PMD Hatching Emerger #20 

Black Colored Emerger #22 ,#20 

Trico Convertible #22 Blue Damsel #14 

Baetis Tantalizer #18 Callibaetis Tantalizer #18, #16 

August Tip 
 
The high mountain lakes in August are some of the coolest places to 
dry fly fish.  The temps are significantly lower and if you are willing to 
walk, the fishing typically gets better.  Mosquitos are usually tailing out 
in August. That means you don’t have to pack a tent and frees up a little 
weight if you’re planning an extreme backpack.  Pack your ants, bee-
tles, and Emperor Caddis; the rewards on high mountain lakes are 
priceless. 
 

Time to head to the mountains.  Low elevation rivers this time of year are just 
flat-out hot.  There still is amazing fishing to be had, but sometimes the heat will 
stymie the hatch.  August is a great month to start the AM/PM shift and cool off 
during the middle of the day.  Tricos, midges, and caddis can make for some 
very exciting mornings; in the evenings you can be in midges, spent spinners, 
and caddis.  Hopper fishing is usually in full swing and is a great “Searching” 
bug this month.   



Hoagie Spent Midge  #22, #20  Black/Olive Brown Caddidge #22 

August Bug Selections 

Emperor Caddis Green #20, #18 

Flav Searcher #16 Black Gold #16, #14 

Bullet Head Hopper #8, #6 

Emperor Caddis Black #20, #18 

PMD Searcher #16, #14 

Pink Convertible #18 PMD Convertible #18 

Callibaetis Convertible #18 

Tan Rippin Lips Caddis #18, #16 



September Tip & Bug Selections 

 Baetis Tantalizer #18 

Callibaetis Convertible  #18  Hatching PMD #20, #18 

Blood Midge #20 

Black Colored Emerger #22, #20 

PMD Convertible #18 

Brown Tantalizer #18 Pink Tantalizer #18 

September is one of my all-time favorite months to dry fly 
fish.  School is back in session, many anglers swap out rods 
for bows, and the rivers are less congested.  Fish get very 
aggressive this month because they know the winter is just 
around the corner.  This is the pinnacle of dry fly fishing.  We 
introduce yet another couple of bugs this month and the fish 
will immediately key on them.  Mahogany mayflies and fall 
caddis start to infiltrate the river.  Most of the summer bugs 
are still with us so you must still be PACKING all your boxes.  
Get your big bug fix this month—October usually brings the 
beginning of the small bugs. 

September Tip 
 
Fish extremely slow and methodical this month.  Any number of hatches 
could happen at any point. Don’t rush the rise or bull rush the run.  Many 
times by fishing slowly, the hatch materializes in front of you and it doesn’t 
spook the fish.  If you need to reposition above or below the fish, you are 
prepared for it.  Fish will stage up in the shallowest of water; make sure 
you place a fly in that water before you walk through it.   

 
 



 PMD Searcher #16, #14 

September Bug Selections 

Pink Searcher #16 

Emperor Caddis Black #20, #18 Peacock Caddis #16, #14 

Bullet Head Hopper #8, #6 

Black Gold #16, #14 

Black Ant #16, #14 Beetle #14, #12 

Blue Damsel #14 Fall Caddis #10, #8 

Emperor Caddis Olive Brown #18 

Flav Searcher #16 


