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Dear Fly Fishing Enthusiasts 
 
We at Dry Fly Innovations would like to wish all fly fishing enthusiasts a Happy 
New Year!  Hope Santa was nice to you and put some new fishing gear under the 
tree for you.  
 
As promised, we are changing our newsletter. Instead of filling your inbox 
monthly, we moved to a quarterly one with in-depth tips and fly selections. We 
hope you enjoy the change. 
 
The new year is bringing a cold punch to the table.  Some rivers have iced over 
completely and other rivers are not accessible due to snow. With that said, if there 
is a day that is at or above freezing, grab your rod, a handful of midges, and head 
to any accessible river.  January is still an awesome month to chase a fish; it’s 
more about picking the right day with the right conditions. 
 
We are proud to announce the addition of Snake River Net Company nets to our 
company.  Located in Idaho Falls, Mike has a pretty nice backyard to test his 
equipment (Henry’s, South Fork Snake, and Hebgen Lake to name a few).  They 
make a superior net and stand behind their products.  Nate has been using the 
“Silver Creek” model for over three years and it has performed incredibly well.  
That is equivalent to about 300 trips and hundreds of fish weighing in from 2-8 
pounds and yet Snake River Net Company nets keep taking the abuse. 
 
To all you fly tyers in the Treasure Valley and surrounding areas: Nate is giving a 
dynamite fly tying demonstration/presentation at the Western Idaho Fly Fishing 
Expo using bear hair on Saturday, January 14.  Bear hair is one of the most 
versatile materials that can be tied into just about any species of fly from mayflies 
to stoneflies and some caddis in the middle.  Bear hair is also one of the most 
buoyant natural components on the market right now; the durability is hands down 
the best.  If you have never tied or fished with bear hair, this is the perfect time to 
learn.  The cost is $33 which includes your entrance fee to the show.  All 
proceeds from this demonstration go to the Boise Valley Fly Fishers Club as they 
continue to be great stewards of our rivers. 
 
We wish you an awesome couple of months and we’ll check in around April! 
 

Geoff 
 
 
 
 

mailto:geoff@dryflyinnovations.com
http://www.dryflyinnovations.com


 Boxes of the Quarter 

The Miracle® Fall/Winter System: Six dozen super flies designed for late fall and winter fish-

ing placed in the small Umpqua Pro Guide Series box.  

Emerger-cy®: Seven dozen hatching and emerging patterns arranged in the small Umpqua Pro 

Guide Series Box.  

https://www.dryflyinnovations.com/documents/emerger-cy-3-16.pdf


New Arrivals 

Bear Hair Fly Tying Presentation!  Two-hour tying session with Nate Brumley on Saturday, January 14, 2017. 

The presentation is a part of the Western Idaho Fly Fishing Expo (WIFFE) from 8:00 – 10:00 AM.  Includes entry 

to Expo. $33.00 

http://www.boisevalleyflyfishers.wildapricot.org/BVFF-Expo


January Tips & Bug Selections 

 Blood Midge #22, #20 

Hoagie Spent Midge  #22, #20  Hoagie Cripple Black #20 

Black Colored Emerger #22 ,#20 

BWO Colored Emerger #20, #22 

BWO Convertible #22, #20 

Mahogany Colored Emerger #20 

January is, for all intents and purposes, considered the dead of winter.  The river will be at 
its coldest, bug hatches are directly affected by the weather, and days are pretty short.  The 
hatch windows in January could be the shortest that you fish in a year, but that doesn’t 
mean that you won’t hook fish outside of a hatch window.  It simply means you must hunt a 
little more and “Searcher” fish less.  When temperatures don’t reach freezing, there is a 
good chance the eyes, guides, and reel will freeze shut.  If you are in this situation, you are 
not looking to carpet bomb a run, rather you are hunting for a head and delivering the best 
casts you can possibly make.  You might have a half dozen opportunities at a fish before he 
entertains your fly. 

 
Rivers in the Pacific Northwest turn 
real midgy in January.  BWOs still 
exist and could come off, so always 
be prepared. Usually the weather in 
January never rises much above 
freezing and the BWO sputter 
rather than coming off strong.  
What I really focus on this time of 
year is long, continuous tail outs or 
slicks.  Midges will not be hatching 
in the riffles like its partner the 
BWO, they hatch on big flats.  I 
know that if the river is turning 
midgy there is no reason to beat 
the riffles expecting a fish to roll on 
a Size #24 midge.  Cut the run in 
half, ignore the hard riffle at the top 
(if conditions are right fish it), and 

focus in the center and the tail out.  The chop riffle (middle) will hold some fish so that is 
where I like to enter the water and I focus on the soft edges and any other structure that I 
may find in that run.  Midges are very small so train your eye to spot the smallest of rises; a 
small dimple could equal a 23-inch fish. 

It is important to note: Midges do not have a 
hatch hour like other mayflies.  Mayflies you 
can almost set to a watch and expect them to 
come off routinely.  Midges are coming off at 
all times throughout the day.  There will be 
times where they come off in bigger numbers 
at a certain point in the day; but for the most 
part, midges will hatch in the morning, 
afternoon, and evening.  Don’t focus on a 
time to show up like we all do in the 
summertime. Rather show up and expect to 
see midges from the time you step out your 
vehicle.  January is an awesome time of year 
to fish. More times than not, you have the 
whole river to yourself!    



 Black/Olive Brown Caddidge #22 

January Bug Selections 

Mahogany Comparadun #20 

BWO Hatching Emerger #20 Black Hatching Emerger #20 

Hoagie BWO Cripple #20 

BWO Comparadun #20 

BWO No Hackle #22, #20 BWO SUW #22, #20 

BWO Twofer 20 BWO Spent Spinner #20 

Blood Cluster #22 

Poly Midge #24- #20 



February Tips & Bug Selections 

 Blood Midge #22, #20 

Hoagie Spent Midge  #22, #20  Hoagie Cripple Black #20 

Black Colored Emerger #22 ,#20 

BWO Colored Emerger #20, #22 

BWO Convertible #22, #20 

Mahogany Colored Emerger #20 

The first half of February fishing is a lot like January. The afternoon temperatures 
barely surpass freezing and we pretty much attack a river the same way we do in 
January.  Hunt the flats for heads and train your eye to spot the smallest dimple 
no matter where it is in your run. Towards the end of February the BWO start 
showing up in more force and you could find yourself in a situation where it is 
midgy in the morning and by 2:00 pm, you are in the middle of a full-blown BWO 
hatch.  Either way, bug activity tends to pick up in the month of February. 
 
Around Presidents’ Day, the Pacific Northwest gets a little visit from the stonefly 
family and you could begin to see the leading edges of the skwala.  Like a midge, 
a skwala doesn’t hatch around a certain time in the day. They enter the water at 
any point.  That means if you pick a warm day (above freezing), you could 
“Searcher” fish right when you get to the river. This will bring the head of riffles 
back into play.  We talked in January about finding long, continuous hatch flats. 
But when the skwala hit and a few more BWOs show up, all runs of water are in 
play at that time.   
 
If you are focusing on skwala fishing, just remember one thing:  A skwala doesn’t 
inhabit runs of water, it migrates up a river system. A skwala hatch will always 
start down in a river system and will work its way up. Don’t focus on the middle of 
the river, a skwala doesn’t live there.  Think tight, tight, tight.  Fish treat a skwala 
just like a salmonfly—the fish hug up against the banks and attack the bugs as 
they are flying off a tree or branch. A skwala is no different; they are walking up 
the bank and if they fall into the water, they are sitting targets.  When you are 
fishing a skwala, you want that baby to be bouncing off the edges and hugging 
structure, especially any overhanging branches in the run.  That is where you will 
hook the big guys and that is where you will do the most amount of damage with 
that bug. 

Brown or Olive Slow Stone #10 



 Black/Olive Brown Caddidge #22 

February Bug Selections 

Mahogany Comparadun #20 

BWO Hatching Emerger #20 Black Hatching Emerger #20 

Hoagie BWO Cripple #20 

BWO Comparadun #20 

BWO No Hackle #22, #20 BWO SUW #22, #20 

BWO Twofer 20 BWO Spent Spinner #20 

Blood Cluster #22 

Poly Midge #24- #20 



March Tip & Bug Selections 

 Blood Midge #22, #20 

Hoagie Spent Midge  #22, #20  Hoagie Cripple Black #20 

Black Colored Emerger #22 ,#20 

BWO Colored Emerger #20, #22 

BWO Convertible #22, #20 

Black Gold or Black Gold Hardback  

#10 

March is all about the skwala and the BWO!  I absolutely love fishing in March. Out of all 
the months, this could be my favorite month of fishing. Rivers seem to come alive. Mayfly 
hatches in March seem to be pretty routine; you can at least expect to see them in a day 
regardless of the weather. Midge activity is still in full swing, and the skwala really start to 
inhabit rivers.  In a lot of Pacific Northwest rivers, the leading edges of caddis start to show 
up the latter part of the month and the fish have yet another bug to connoisseur.  
 
March is a prime month to start 
bringing two rods to the river. You 
know you will be in BWOs or midges at 
some point in a day so rig your 4 wt. 
with 6X across the board and rig your 
5 wt. with 5X or 4X tapered leader and 
tippet and tie a nice Slow Stone on 
that rod. If you only have one rod, rig it 
with a 5X tapered leader and run 5X 
tippet for your Slow Stone. When the 
hatch starts to come off, clip the 5X 
tippet and splice 6X to your 5X tapered 
leader. It can be done this way, but 
you will have to switch lines if you are going to drop to any fly under a Size #20. 
 
All runs of water are in play this month. There is not one zone of water I would ignore for 
another zone.  I really like to find a nice riffle that has hard water at the top, chop riffle in the 
middle, and a tail out into a slick.  I get in at the bottom of the run and I “Searcher” fish all 
the way up the run.  Fish slowly and methodically; if the water is moving pretty swift, don’t 
be afraid to cover the same water a couple of times.  Give the fish a chance to see your 
offering.  Once you have fished up through the riffle, there’s a good chance the BWOs 
could be coming off. Once you reach the top, turn right around and fish down on the fish in 
the hatch.  It is the best way I know to cover a run top to bottom. 

Brown or Olive Slow Stone #10 



 Black/Olive Brown Caddidge #22 

March Bug Selections 

Mahogany Comparadun #20 

BWO Hatching Emerger #20 Black Hatching Emerger #20 

Hoagie BWO Cripple #20 

BWO Comparadun #20 

BWO No Hackle #22, #20 BWO SUW #22, #20 

BWO Twofer 20 BWO Spent Spinner #20 

Blood Cluster #22 

Poly Midge #24- #20 


