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Dear Fly Fishing Enthusiasts 

 
Hello July! The hot temperatures 
are creeping in and it is time to 
expand our horizon. It’s time to 
start adding a little alpine action 
into the mix.  Usually the Fourth 
of July is a pretty good barometer 
for the high country access--most 
of the snowpack is gone and the 
lakes and streams are waking up 
with the onset of summer flies.  
One of the greatest ways to beat 
the heat is to escape to about 
6,000 feet, pack your terrestrials 
and caddis, and chase fish in a 
beautiful mountain setting. 
 
If you are new to alpine fishing or have never backpacked before, we have a helpful page 
on our website (https://www.dryflyinnovations.com/alpine-fishing) that might guide you 
in the right direction.  You’ll find everything from recipes, building fireboxes, to several 
videos on how to fish mountain settings.  The lakes are usually choke-full of fish, but your 
approach must be stealthy. If the fish see you first, they will never take your delivery.  We 
have a one-hour video on YouTube about high-mountain fishing (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlneoHMz3dE). This could be a great instructional video 
before heading out. 
 
July is also a great time to be on local waters. Tricos will be showing up at any time; hoppers will 
start to be in play; and PMDs are still in heavy force. You’ll find caddis starting to produce rising 
fish in the evenings.  With temperatures in the 100s, hatches will dwindle in the midafternoons so 

picking your time on lower-
elevation rivers will be crucial.  
July is a great time to be a dry fly 
enthusiast. All fisheries are in play 
and we have a huge backyard to 
recreate from California to the 
eastern coast.  It is prime time for 
dry fly fishing! 
 
Best of luck to this July and tight 
lines! 

 
Geoff 

 

mailto:geoff@dryflyinnovations.com
http://www.dryflyinnovations.com


 Tip of the Month 

Always set the hook to the biggest part of the fish. You’ll hook and land many more fish 
if you subscribe to this method. For instance, if I am casting to a fish straight out from me, 
the hookset would be downstream into the biggest part of the fish. This incurs the deepest 
hookset and gives me the best chance to land the fish. 
 
So whatever angle a fish eats the fly, hooksets should be at opposing angles. Good 
hooksets will land more fish than any other skill at your disposal. 



New Arrivals 

Baetis Soft Hackle  now in size 

#16 

Black Soft Hackle now in size 

#16 



July Bug Selections 

 Blood Midge #22, #20 Hoagie Spent Midge  #22, #20  Hoagie Cripple Black #20 

 Black Gold #12, #10, #8, #6 

Black Ant #16, #14 

 Tan Stimulator #16, #14, #12, #10 

 Black/Olive Green Caddidge #22 

PMD Stimulator #16, #14 

Trico Convertible #22 

Black Colored Emerger #22 ,#20 

Adams Caddis Black/Green/Gray 

#20, #18, #16, #14 

Beetle #14, #12 



July Bug Selections 

 Black/Emperor Caddis #20, #18 Rippin’ Lips Tan Caddis #18, #16  Golden Stone #12- #6 

 Callibaetis Tantalizer #18, #16 

PMD Hatching Emerger #20, #18 

Bullethead Hopper #8, #6 Baetis Tantalizer #18, #16 

PMD Colored Emerger #20 

PMD Searcher #16 

Hoagie PMD Cripple #18 

Green Emperor Caddis #20, #18 
 PMD Convertible #18 (displayed) 

Trico Convertible #22 


