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Dear Fly Fishing Enthusiasts 

Fly of the Month:  
Get Her Done Caddis 
 

Wow!  The fishing reports from April were awe-
some.  Our fishermen had a banner month from 
New York to Oregon and a ton of places in between.  
After the show season, we’ve had an opportunity to 
get caught up on some fishing also; and even though 
there were some challenging moments, we put a 
bunch of big fish in the net.  The skwala season has 
petered out, but the early season caddis has filled 
that gap quite nicely. 
 
Our newsletter this month is twofold:  Number 1 - 
the general fishing season will begin at the end of 
May (Memorial Day weekend) in most locations; 
and for those of you who start then, we have a check 
list to prepare your gear for the season.  Number 2 - 
we’d like to share some insight about the month of 
May and the bug selections that could be players on your local river whether you live in upper or lower elevations. Let’s start by getting 
you ready for the upcoming season.  Please see Page 2 under “Tip of the Month” for review. 
 
Now let’s talk bug suggestions for May, which is always difficult because many rivers are in transition mode from winter to spring.  I 
like to think of rivers in terms of elevation because that is the biggest factor in determining the proper bug selections. 

 
If you live in upper elevations starting at 4500 feet, there will be 
half of May that will fish very well with small bugs and they will 
be the same old players—midges and BWOs.  The second half of 
May, depending on day, time, and temperature, will bring the 
leading edge of caddis and the first flush of terrestrials to the 
water’s surface.  Good fly selections would be all of our small 
caddis patterns that include the Emperor Caddis, Get Her Done 
Caddis, and Bare Belly Caddis.  The most effective colors and 
sizes would be (see Page 4). 
 
If you live in lower elevations 4500 feet or under, let the party 
begin because the month of May will offer a multitude of small- to 
medium-size bugs, and the fish will target each of those early 
spring hatches.  Make sure you’re still packing a few midges and 
BWOs, but get prepared for the following hatches: march brown 

mayflies, baetis mayflies, terrestrials, and a very large assortment of caddis.  Here are the patterns that are killer for May (see Page 5) 
 
When you fish in May at any elevation, be prepared for odd and quirky flip flops between the remnants of winter bugs and the on slot 
of spring hatches.  I love the challenges of May because in one day you could be fishing a Caddidge #22 on a midge hatch and then 
serving a #16 Brown Searcher in a March Brown explosion.  Pack a lot of bugs and don’t be married to any of them, and don’t be 
alarmed when there are no fish feeding at the surface because if you own small stimulators and searchers, you can lure fish to the sur-
face.  Think like a “Dry Fly Guy!!” 
 
Which brings me to my final subject: New introductions to Dry Fly Innovations.  We now have a new bug called the “Blood Cluster” 
that fooled a lot of fish in late winter this year.  He’s a great tool in a heavy midge hatch.  Our other introduction for mid-May will be 
the first installment of our new online TV show called “Dry Fly Adventures.” We’ll showcase our new music video, “He’s a Dry Fly 
Guy.”  Stay tuned for our first adventure—we’ll keep you in the loop (See Page 3). 
 
Have a great month of May and from all of us at DFI….go “tie one on!” 
 
. 

http://www.dryflyinnovations.com/catalog/caddis/
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New Arrivals 

Dry Fly Adventures: 
 
YouTube Channel: 
http://
www.youtube.com/
user/rabecorvo  
 
May 15th  
 

Blood Midge Cluster 
Size #22 Only 

http://www.dryflyinnovations.com/catalog/emergers/
http://www.youtube.com/user/rabecorvo


May Bug Selections Upper Elevations 

Blood Midge #22 Black Emerger #22 Caddidge #22 

Bare Belly Caddis Green #20, #18 

Emperor Caddis Green #20 

Emperor Caddis Black #20 

BWO Colored Emerger #20 BWO No Hackle #20 Hatching BWO Emerger #20 

First Half of May 

Second Half of May 

Get Her Done Caddis Black #16 

Get Her Done Caddis Green #16 

Caddidge #22 
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Baetis Tantalizer #18 Beetle #14, #12 Black Ant #14 

May Bug Selections Low Elevations 

Brown Searcher #16 Baetis Single Upright Wing #16 Rusty Single Upright Wing #18, #16 

Emperor Caddis Black #20, #18 Emperor Caddis Black & Green #20, #18 Get Her Done Caddis Green #16, #14 

Get Her Done Caddis Black #16, #14 
Bare Belly Caddis Green #20, #18 Caddidge #22 

Black Gold #16, #14 Tan Stimulator #16, #14 Adams Stimulator #16, #14 
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