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Dear Fly Fishing Enthusiasts: 
 
It’s hard to believe that 
I’m writing the 
December Newsletter 
when it seems like we 
just barely celebrated 
New Year’s.  Wow!  
Time flies when you’re 
fishing a dry fly, having 
fun and helping clients 
catch fish wherever 
there’s a stubborn trout.  
We thank all of you for the opportunity to let us be a teammate in the often 
challenging world of dry fly fishing.   
 
We open our show schedule the first week of January in Denver ( January 4-
6) and follow that up in the next week at the Boise Show (January 11, 12).  
Our fly tiers are working there tails off growing inventory for the show 
season, and we’ll try to make sure we always have the right bugs for you in 
the numbers you need. 
 
November has been a very busy month for DFI.  We have had some new 
hatches by introducing a new line of spent spinners and adding a couple of 
new Comparadun colors (Callibaetis, Baetis).  The new spinners are 
brilliantly tied by Joe Bare, our mayfly master; and the Comparaduns 
continue to be a very productive pattern.  See Page 3. 
 
It’s getting closer to Christmas so don’t forget to have DFI on your list for 
stocking stuffers and maybe even a custom box prepared specifically for the 
rivers you frequent most often. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and 
an awesome New Year!!    
 
 
 

Fly of the Month:  
Colored Emergers 

 

http://www.dryflyinnovations.com/catalog/emergers/


Winter Tip 

Baetis Tantalizer #18 Caddidge #22 

Blood Midge #22, #20 

BWO Emerger #22, #20 

BWO No Hackle #22, #20 BWO Comparadun #20 

The winter fishing this year has been nothing short of phenomenal with the warmer temperatures and 
perfect water conditions. The hatches have continued to blossom and the fish are right up there  
eating.  My tip of the month deals with the most difficult fish you’ll ever attempt to hook, and you 
run into a lot of them in winter.  That fish is the big old dude, battle tested and super cautious type. 
He stages up to eat on a glassy surface with no ripple and very little current.  He positions there  
because he has a perfect view of the bugs in which he intends to eat.  He can see every detail, size, 
color, and silhouette of the bugs he eats.  The only way you’ll ever hook that fish is to serve him the 
perfect fly and present it to him flawlessly.  Selecting the right fly might be the easiest part of the 
puzzle because the fish is up there eating, and that means the same thing he’s eating is in the water 
with you.  Identify the bug and tie it on a long combination of tapered leader and tippet (maybe 15-16 
feet long).  The tippet should be 6X.  Next, carefully sneak in above the fish making as little wake on 
the surface as possible.  That means each step is painfully slow.  A downstream 45-degree angle to the 
fish is perfect.  Wait for the fish to rise and reveal his exact location, then deliver your bug on a soft 
landing roughly 18 inches directly above the fish and provide enough slack to dead drift the fly to the 
fish’s nose.  The fly must be the only thing the fish sees, which means your cast must be precise and 
all line must land perfectly straight.  If the fish doesn’t eat your bug you’re probably in trouble, but 
let the fly float by him completely and retrieve.  Wait for the fish to resurface then serve to him again.  
If the fish doesn’t resurface, you have probably put him down on the first cast and you should move 
on to another fish until that fish reengages in the hatch.  You will not fool all fish that feed on calm 
surfaces, but using the preceding techniques will always give you a fighting chance.  One note: select 
the hatch match bug in the emerger or a hatching form of the species at the surface because you want 
your offering to be low profile or what we call “Belly Down.” 
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New “Hatch” Arrivals 
Spent Spinners 

BWO Spinner #20 Callibaetis Spinner #18, #16 Trico Spinner #22 

Gray Spinner #18 PMD Spinner #18, #16 Rusty Spinner #20, #18 

Comparaduns 

Baetis Comparadun #20 Callibaetis Comparadun #18 
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