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Dear Fly Fishing Enthusiasts: 
 
Oh November! It is my absolute 
favorite month to dry fly fish. All the 
remnants of big bugs are pretty much 
gone, and the small bugs take over 
with authority. It’s time to tie on that 
6X tapered, lengthen those tippets, 
perfect your deliveries, and let the 
excitement begin. In all of fishing, 
there is nothing like small bugs to big 
fish. Let’s talk about the keys to 
winter dry fly fishing, which is 
twofold: 1) You must fish absolutely 
perfect bugs, and 2) Your presentation must be keenly precise. 
 
Selecting flies in winter is not complicated. There are two basic hatching insects that make up a 

portion of a fish’s diet in winter. The first 
group is midges and the second are 
BWOs. Even though there are only two 
bugs to match, you must match them 
perfectly, and you must be able to 
recognize which phase of those hatches 
the fish are keying on. There are three 
phases to every hatch: Emergers, hatchers, 
and adults. It is not good enough to own 
the perfect adult fly when the fish are 
targeting mergers or hatchers. You must 
own all three stages of the hatch in both 
midges and BWOs. If the fish is  feeding 

and you’re not seeing the tip of its nose above the surface, it’s eating emergers or hatchers. If 
you’re seeing a head or nose above the surface, it’s feeding on adults. Here are the bugs that are 
essential for maximum success in winter. 
 
The second key to winter fishing is presentation. Keep in mind that the rivers are low, the water is 
pristine clear, and the larger fish will be very shy about fly line over its head. That means you must 
get above the fish and deliver what we call an “upside-down cast.” Select the feeding fish you 
want to catch and deliver the fly from above his position making sure the fly reaches the fish 
ahead of your line. Don’t cast too far above the fish because the current may drift the fly away 
from the fish’s feeding zone. I like to think 18 inches above the fish on a soft accurate cast is 
perfect. If you have the right fly in the proper hatching phase, you will catch that fish almost every 
time. If you should like more detail and video illustration of wintertime deliveries, our video, “Fly 
Magic: Fishing with Blue Wing Olive” could help. 
 
A final thought for November. Christmas is coming, and it might be the perfect time to expand 
your tools for dry fly fishing. You know your significant other will buy you a present, so why not 
self-direct a present that makes magic happen at the surface? Here are some gift ideas from Dry 
Fly Innovations.  See Page 5. 
 
Many thanks for your business; and if you’ve never experienced winter dry fly fishing, give us a 
call and we will help you get started. You can do this!! 

Fly of the Month:  
Winter Pack 
See Page 4 



Winter Bugs 

Baetis Tantalizer #18 

Black Searcher #16 Black Gold #16 Caddidge #22 

Black Emerger Black Shuck #22, #20 Black Emerger White Shuck #22, #20 Blood Midge #22, #20 

BWO Emerger #22, #20 BWO Hatching Emerger #20 

Black Hatching Emerger #20 BWO No Hackle #22, #20 BWO Single Upright Wing #22, #20 

Black No Hackle #22 Trico Single Upright Wing #22, #20 BWO Comparadun #20 
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Winter Dry Fly Fishing DVD’s 

This presentation explores the world of 
tiny bugs and big fish as they rendezvous 
at the surface in winter.  You’ll learn  
critical insight about a fishes  
feeding habits in winter and we’ll show 
you how to utilize that information to set 
up and deliver in the hatch.  Some of the 
most exciting dry fly fishing of the year 
happens after the first hard frost and this 
DVD will prepare you for that experience 
with the right gear, knowledge, of the 
hatches, and the perfect selection of  
winter flies.   

Blue Wing Olive…He’s a Movie Star!! Intro-
ducing: Fly Magic: Fishing with Blue Wing  
Olive. This video puts you smack dab in the 
middle of a monster BWO hatch, and there’s 
non-stop FISH ON action from start to finish. 
You’ll also be introduced to the five patterns 
we used to catch these fish.  
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Winter Pack 

2 BWO Upright Wing #22 & #20 

2 Blood Midge #22, #20 

2 White Shuck Emergers #22, #20 

14 Flies 
$25 

2 BWO Emergers #22, #20 

2 BWO No Hackle #20, #22 

2 BWO Comparadun #20 

2 Caddidge #22 

http://www.dryflyinnovations.com/fly-of-the-month/


Christmas Ideas from  
Dry Fly Innovations 

Flies 
 
 

Custom 
Boxes 

 
 

Fly Fishing DVDs 
 
 

Instructional DVDs 
 
 

Fly Tying 
DVDs 

 

Fly Tying Materials 
♦ Biot 
♦ Hair 
♦ Hooks 

Stocking Stuffers 
♦ Bugometers 
♦ Floatant 
♦ Fly Boxes (empty) 
♦ Idaho Guide & Map 

Book 
♦ Tippets & Leaders 

Gift Certificates 
 
 
 

Available for any amount;  
n 
 

Fish Artwork 
 
 

Available for any amount;  
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