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As we tail out of winter, I can’t help but think of the numerous 
fishermen that have purchased our winter patterns.  Many in that group 
had never tied a dry fly on in the winter and didn’t even know it was 
possible to catch a fish at the surface that time of year.  We’ve heard 
from many of you that believe what we said and tied on the bugs and 
served them to the nose of a fish.  The excitement of your emails, the 
shock of seeing that fish eat your bug at the surface, and the sheer 
enjoyment you’ve expressed is the reason why we do what we do.  You 
inspire us to create.  We’re energized by your success, and we’re 
humbled that you believe us and it worked.  Thank you and we’ll 
continue to try to always have the right bug and the best instruction on 
how to fish it. 
 

On that note, let’s talk about a new “Master Index” we’ve created to help you 
fish our bugs.  On the Knowledge Page of our website (up on the top), there’s a 
new section to help you further understand dry flies and always select bugs that 
are best suited for the water conditions you fish.  In an effort to make dry fly 
fishing easier and more effective, please review the concepts addressed in the 
chart and the definitions covered in the write up.  When you purchase the next 
group of flies from us or you review the flies you’ve already purchased, you’ll 
be able to go to the chart and determine exactly what that fly was designed to 
do. 
 
At DFI we’re constantly moving forward with new introductions.  We just got 
our first shipment of Soft Hackles delivered.  This could be the finest dropper 

fly ever created, perfect in color and size and versatile in species of both caddis and mayfly.  We’ve completed the 
filming of our three presentations: 1) Advanced Dry Fly Fishing 2) Winter Dry Fly Fishing 3) Dry Fly Essentials, and 
they are available for purchase.  Our presentation for 2012 called “Dry Fly Approaches” has begun, and we think it 
will be another important link to your ability to catch fish on a dry fly in all scenarios.   
 
It’s hard to believe it’s May already, but May is often the expansion month of the year.  We move from the small, 
limited hatches of winter to the leading edge of multiple species hatches of spring and summer.  You should be 
prepared for the following bug hatches in May and they will occur at different times depending on the elevation and 
river flows in your location: 

 
Small Caddis 

Bare Belly Caddis #20, #18 
Emperor Caddis (Black) (Baetis) #20 
Peacock Caddis #16, #14 

PMDs and PED’s in the later stages of May 
Single upright Wing Mayflies PMD #20, #18 
No Hackle PMD’s #20, #18 
PED Searcher #16 

       You should also have various small stimulators patterns 
       Black Gold #16, #14 
       Tan Stimulators #16, #14 

 
You could also run into the remnants of the BWO hatches and midges.  Early spring means larger sizes in these two 
species, more in the size #20 range. 
 

For all the scoop on the Owyhee River in Oregon please check our blogs for the month of April.  Best of luck fishing 
and we’ll see you next month. 

Geoff Brumley 

Fly of the Month:  
Bare Belly Caddis 

Green 

http://www.dryflyinnovations.com/catalog/caddis/


New Bugs  

Black Soft Hackle Hares Ear #20, #18 Baetis Soft Hackle Hares Ear #20, #18 

Natural Hares Ear Soft Hackle #18, #16 Olive Soft Hackle Hares Ear #18, #16 

Pink Soft Hackle Hares Ear #18, #16 Brown Soft Hackle Hares Ear #20, #18, #16 
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Presentation Videos 

Winter Dry Fly Fishing 

Advanced Dry Fly Fishing 

Dry Fly Essentials 
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